
 

 

 

 

Man returns to the dust of the ground: 
 

Eccl 3:19-21 Men and beasts have the same destiny. Both are made from dust.   

Eccl 12:7 Man returns to the dust of the earth. 

Gen 3:4,19,22  Man from the "dust of the ground". The serpent's lie: "Ye shall not surely die" 

Job 34:14-15 "All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust." 

Psa 115:17  The dead cannot praise God. 

Psa 92:7  The wicked “shall be destroyed for ever." 

Psa 6:5  "in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee 
thanks?" 

Psa 49:20  "Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish." 

Psa 146:4  Man returns to the earth – “in that very day his thoughts perish" 

Psa 49:17-18  When a man dies “he shall carry nothing away..." 

Ezek 18:4,20 The soul that sins shall die. Also Josh 10:28 

Matt 10:28 Souls can be destroyed. 

Matt 16:27  "the Son of Man shall come… and THEN he shall reward every man” 

Rom 6:23 “the wages of sin is death” – We sin, we die. 

Rom 2:7 Immortality and eternal life is something that believers SEEK for. It is future. 

Heb 9:27 Men die once, then there is the judgment. 

Heb 11:13,39 The faithful died “not having received the promise”. Their hope is future. 

 

Nowhere in the Bible do we read of an immortal soul. If we 
had an immortal soul there would be no need for a judgment: 
 

If the souls of the righteous go to heaven at death, where does the 
resurrection fit in?  You cannot have the souls rewarded then have 
the judgment at a later time.  That would be illogical. 
 

John 11:24 Martha said… “I know that he shall rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day." 

Dan 12:1-2 "Many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake.” 

John  5:28-29 "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth..." cp. Dan 12:1-2.  

The dead know nothing 

 

 

 

The grave is a place of 
destruction and non existence: 
Psa 49:14; Hos 13:14. 

 

 

 

 

 
Make the most of what God has 
given us. God wants us to live 
joyfully, knowing we are here for 
just a short time. 

 

Work diligently whilst we are 
alive because when we are dead 
we cannot do anything but sleep 

 

Man was created in 2 stages: Gen 2:7 

1. God formed him from the dust of the earth (like a potter) 

2. God breathed air into him and he became a living soul 

In the Hebrew, the words for “living soul” = “chayiah nephesh” 2:7 

Soul in the Bible means a body capable of life. It is also used of 
animals (eg. Gen 1:20,22 – “creatures” = Heb. “nephesh”  

 

 

Why is this subject so important? Once we appreciate that man is mortal, then 
many other doctrines follow. Immortality is given to the faithful when Christ returns 
to earth. Therefore the dead require resurrection first. Both dead and living stand 
before Christ at the judgment. All flesh is grass. Immortality is future. Key verses: 
2 Cor 5:10; Isa 40:6-8; 2 Tim 4:1; Rom 2:5-9,16;  Matt 16:27; Rev 20:6. 
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